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The  Rural  District  of  Stroody  Kent. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Twenty-first 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year 
ended  December,  1942. 

The  contents  and  arrangements  are  based  on  the  Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  under  Article  27,  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  is  embodied  in  this 
Report. 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  matter,  other  than  Vital  Statistics,  Tables 
of  Infectious  Disease,  Causes  of  Death,  Examination  of  Water  and  Milk 
Supplies,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Housing,  has  been,  by  instruction, 
omitted. 

The  Council  will  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  Typhoid, 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  of  from  diarrhoea  in  children  under 
2  years  of  age. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  continued 
interest  and  support. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  McDonnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  Medical  Superintendent,  Isolation  Hospital. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Frindsbury  Hill, 

Strood,  Kent. 


September,  1943. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

— - - ( - - — 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres) — 48,811  (31st  December,  1938). 

Rateable  Value — 31st  March,  1943  .  £112,697 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1943)  ...  £5^4  i6s.  gd. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

Births.  During  the  year  there  were  277  births. 

Infant  Mortality,  it  (no  illegitimate)  deaths  occurred  among  chil¬ 
dren  under  one  year  of  age. 

Deaths.  During  the  year  there  were  189  deaths. 


M. 

F. 

r  Legitimate 

Births  |  illegitimate 

132 

8 

133 

4 

Deaths 

107 

82 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of. 

child-birth :  — 

From  Sepsis  or  Other  Causes 

*  •  • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

*  •  • 

Nil 

, ,  , ,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

I 

, ,  , ,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . . . 

•  •  * 

m 

M. 

F. 

(  Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

2 

Stillbirths  <  Legitimate . 

6 

2 

1  Illegitimate  ...  . 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  each  Parish. 

Parishes  Births*  (1942)  Deaths*  (1942)  Cases  of  Infectious 


Allhallows 

3 

2 

Fever 

2 

Cliffe . 

29 

22 

132 

Cobham 

12 

4 

8 

Cooling 

3 

2 

Cuxton 

II 

10 

14 

Frindsbury  Extra  ... 

19 

13 

20 

Hailing 

39 

17 

40 

Higham 

24 

II 

8 

High  Halstow 

8 

3 

6 

Hoo 

27 

21 

6 

Isle  of  Grain . 

7 

— 

2 

Luddesdown 

3 

2 

5 

Meopham 

23 

10 

45 

St.  Mary  Hoo 

3 

— 

— 

Shorne 

II 

9 

10 

Stoke 

6 

— 

4 

Total  ... 

228 

124 

304 

*  Actually  registered  dn  the  Area. 
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Table  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  since  1936:  — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1936  ;  ’ 

17 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1937 

13 

Nil 

9 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1938 

54 

1 

50 

2 

1 

Nil 

1939 

46 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1940 

30 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

1941 

23 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

— 

— 

1942 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

225 

1 

85 

3 

4 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Number  of  cases  notified  . 

...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  deaths  . 

Nil 

♦  •••  ••• 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ... 

Nil 

•  ••  •••  •••  XI 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 

...  ...  ...  23 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ... 

...  ...  ...  59*5  /o 

Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Small  Pox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


The  Councirs  Immunisation  Scheme  made  satisfactory  progress 
during  the  year  and  the  position  on  the  31st  December,  1942,  was  as 
follows : ; — 


Estimated  number  of  children  in  Author¬ 

5-15  yrs. 

0-5  yrs. 

Total 

ity’s  area  at  31st  December,  1942  ... 

2,300 

1,163 

3463 

Children  immunised 

1,582 

584 

2,130 

Percentage  immunised 

Number  of  children  (including  temporary 
residents)  who  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  between  ist 

68.8 

47-5 

61.6 

January  and  31st  December,  1942  ... 

Number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
between  ist  January  and  31st  Decem¬ 

568 

246 

814 

ber,  1942  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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I  have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Head  Teachers  at  the  various 
Schools  in  the  area  for  the  following  information : _ 


School 

Allhallows 
Cliffe  C.E.  ... 
Chattenden  . . . 
Cobham 
Cooling 

Culverstone  . . . 
Cuxton 

Frindsbury  Extra 

Grain . 

Hailing 

Higham 

Hoo  Mixed  ... 

Hoo  St.  Werburgh 

Luddesdown 

Shorne 

St.  Mary’s 


No.  on 

No. 

Willing  to  be 

Roll 

Immunised 

Immunised  Percentage 

109 

102 

Nil 

93% 

184 

164 

20 

100% 

94 

70 

2 

77% 

97 

70 

Nil 

72% 

27 

21 

4 

93% 

69 

41 

Nil 

59% 

91 

86 

I 

96% 

177 

83 

28 

63% 

54 

36 

10 

85% 

141 

116 

7 

87% 

193 

163 

13 

91% 

175 

155 

Nil 

88% 

52 

47 

Nil 

90% 

19 

8 

5 

68% 

64 

60 

2 

97% 

26 

23 

I 

92% 

I  am  arranging  for  further  Special  Sessions  to  be  held  at  the 
Schools  and  M.  and  C.W.  Centres. 


The  following  temporaiy  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases : _ 

Scarlet  Fever  to  West  Mailing  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  to  Maidstone  Rural  Isolation  Hospital. 

Other  Diseases  to  Dartford  (Bow  Arrow)  Isolation  Hospital. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Rural  Area. 

1942 


I. 

All  Causes . 

•  •••  •••  «•« 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers . 

M. 

107 

Nil 

F. 

82 

Nil 

2. 

Cerebro-spirial  Fever 

I 

Nil 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Nil 

Nil 

4- 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Nil 

I 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

Nil 

Nil 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

6 

3 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

I 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases . . 

Nil 

I 

9- 

Influenza  . 

I 

Nil 

10. 

Measles  . 

Nil 

Nil 

II. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio  encephalitis 

Nil 

Nil 

12. 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

13- 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F)  ... 

I 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . . 

2 

I 
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15-  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

19.  Heart  diseases 

20.  Other  disorders  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

26.  Appendicitis  ... 

27.  Other  Digestive  Disorders  ... 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  ... 

30.  Other  Maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  Births 

32.  Congenital  mal.  Birth  inj.  infant,  dis. 

33.  Suicides 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes  .. . 

36.  All  other  causes 


M. 

Nil 

15 

1 
8 

21 

2 

5 

2 

3 

4 
Nil 

Nil 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

I 

Nil 

4 

5 

15 


F. 

2 

8 

1 

5 

26 

Nil 

2 

3 
Nil 

I 

Nil 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Nil 

2 

2 

I 

Nil 

3 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 


Monthly  bacteriological  examinations  of  all  water  supplies  in  the 
area  were  undertaken. 


41  samples  were  collected  from  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo, 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company,  and  the  Kent  County  Council  Private 
Supply  at  Shorne  Ifield.  In  every  case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

In  addition  23  samples  were  collected  from  various  sources  includ¬ 
ing  wells  earmarked  for  emergency  supplies.  Only  5  of  these  were 
satisfactory,  the  majority  of  the  rest  being  reported  as  "contaminated.’' 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  etc. 

Total  number  of  samples,  231. 

Proceedings  arising  out  of  the  samples  taken  are :  — 

1.  One  milk  producer  retailer  was  prosecuted  in  respect  of  two 
samples  of  milk  which  proved  on  analysis  to  be  31  per  cent,  and  32  per 
cent,  deficient  in  fat.  Fined  £2  2s.  od.  in  each  case,  together  with 
£1  IS.  od.  costs. 

2.  One  publican  was  summoned  in  respect  of  sample  of  whisky 
which  proved  on  analysis  to  contain  9  per  cent,  added  water.  Fined 
£3,  together  with  £1  is.  od.  costs. 
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INSPECTON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply 

There  are  49  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  all  of  which 
have  been  regularly  inspected. 


Grade  (Accredited)  Milk  Scheme. 

The  following  have  been  licensed  for  the  production  of  Grade 
"A”  (Accredited)  Milk,  within  this  Councirs  area. 

Mr.  C.  Batchelor,  Rye  Street  Farm,  Cliff e. 

Mr.  B.  Osenton,  Solomon’s  Farm,  High  Halstow 
(Tuberculin  Tested). 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Formby  Farm,  Hailing. 

Mr.  G.  Osenton,  Mill  Farm,  Hoo. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Hales,  Thong  House  Farm,  Shorne. 

Messrs.  W.  Filmer  &  Son,  Courtsole  Farm,  Cliff e. 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Dalham  Farm,  High  Halstow. 

Mr.  T.  Eddleston,  Woodhill  Farm,  Meopham. 

Mr,  C.  Barton,  Ashmere  Farm,  Meopham. 

Grade  “A”  milk  is  required  to  contain  not  more  than  200,000 
organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  and  B.  coli  should  be  absent  from  i/ioo 
of  a  cubic  centimeter.  All  samples,  with  the  exception  of  5,  conformed 
with  the  Order. 

The  Council  appointed  Mr.  J.  Cowpland,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Northfleet  Urban  District  Council,  temporary  Inspector.  Mr.  Cowpland 
carried  out  an  intensive  survey  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  area  and  reports  were  submitted  at  each  Committee  Meeting. 

Mr.  Cowpland  submits  the  following  report:  — 

During  the  year  a  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies  in  the  district  was  maintained. 

In  the  seven  months  covered  by  Mr.  Daly  and  myself,  142 
inspections  were  made.  Improvements  included  the  paving  and  drain¬ 
ing  of  one  dairy,  and  water  supply  has  been  installed  in  two  cowsheds. 
One  small  cowshed  was  reconstructed  so  as  to  provide  better  and  more 
satisfactory  drainage  and  standings. 

Two  dairies  commenced  production  of  milk  during  the  year,  one 
of  which  is  using  the  bail  system  of  milking,  a  small  barn  having  been 
converted  for  this  purpose.  In  both  cases  application  has  been  made 
to  the  County  Authorities  for  a  licence  as  producers  of  Tuberculin 
tested  milk. 

Ten  visits  were  made  in  the  Public  Health  Act  and  two  for  purposes 
of  food  inspection. 

Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Strood. 

September,  1943. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  1942. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1942,  in  respect  of  my  duties  as  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Inspection  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Inspector  of 
Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Factories  and  Workshops,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
and  Petroleum  Inspector. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

139  premises  were  inspected  under  the  P.H.  Acts.  Where  nuisances 
or  defects  were  found  to  exist,  notices  were  served  to  remedy  such 
defects.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  during  the  year  Statutory 
Notices  in  respect  of  premises.  Reinspections  followed  and  frequent 
visits  made  whilst  the  work  was  in  progress. 

As  the  result  of  such  inspections  improvements  of  various  kinds 
were  effected  on  premises  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Nuisances  Abated. 


Water  Closets  or  Pail  Closets  : 

New  L.C.C.  pans  and  traps  fitted  or  new  pails  provided  ... 

Water  closets  or  pail  closets  re-built  or  new . 

Water  fittings  (cisterns,  etc.)  repaired  or  provided . 

Seats,  doors,  floors,  brickwork  repaired  . 

Cesspools : 

New  provided  . 

Emptied  (not  by  local  authority)  . 

Yards : 

Drained  and  paved  with  cement  concrete  . 

Sinks  and  Baths  : 

Sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Waste  pipes  provided  and  fixed  . 

Drainage  : 

Repaired . 

Cleaned  by  owners  .  . 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 

Inspection  chamber  covers  and  frames  provided . 

Vent  shafts  repaired  . 

New  drains  provided 

Dampness  : 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  watertight . 

Eaves  guttering  and  down  pipes  provided  or  repaired 
External  walls  protected  from  dampness 


5 

4 

7 

4 


15 

1 


4 


5 

6 

2 

3 
2 

I 

17 

5 

12 


II 


General : 

Chimneys  and  chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  g 

Cooking  ranges  and  coppers  provided  or  repaired .  3 

Floors,  new  or  repaired  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sashes,  doors,  frames  and  stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  .7 

Filthy  houses  cleaned  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rooms,  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  36 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

220  visits  were  m.ade  during  the  year  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  and 
Milkshops  in  the  District,  and  17  notices  served  for  breach  of  the 
Regulations. 

The  following  gives  the  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  etc., 
on  the  Registers :  — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  Dairymen  and  Retailer  (not  Cowkeepers)  ...  8 

25  samples  of  mixed  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological 
Department,  Maidstone,  under  the  Grade  ‘'A’'  (Accredited)  Milk 
Scheme,  and  with  the  exception  of  5  samples  all  samples  compiled 
with  the  prescribed  conditions. 

II  samples  were  also  submitted  for  Tuberculosis  and  all  samples 
proved  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

Food  Inspection. 

79  visits  were  made  by  your  Inspector  to  various  premises  associa¬ 
ted  with  the  sale  or  preparation  of  food,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of 
food  condemned,  the  approximate  weight  being  6  cwts.  2  qrs.  26  lbs. 


465  Oranges  Putfid 

44I  lbs.  Bacon  Bone  Taint 

328  Eggs  Putrid 

I  sack  Kidney  Beans  Weavil 

671  lbs.  Beef  Heated 

5  lbs.  Mutton  Congested 

57  tins  Luncheon  Meat,  etc.  Blown 

5!  lbs.  Cheese  Mouldy 

20  lbs.  Sausages  Rancid 

13  tins  Condensed  Milk  Blown 

28  tins  Tomatoes,  Herrings,  etc.  Blown 


Refuse  Collection. 

On  1st  December  the  Council  undertook,  by  direct  labour,  a 
fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  in  the  following  Parishes:  — 

Frindsbury  Extra,  Cliffe,  Cobham,  Cuxton,  Higham  and  Shorne. 

For  this  purpose  the  Council  purchased  a  Bedford  all-steel  low 
loading  refuse  collection  vehicle.  Salvage  was  previously  collected 
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monthly  in  these  Parishes,  therefore  a  trailer  was  converted  and  salvage 
is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  the  refuse.  This  undertaking  has  proved 
very  satisfactory. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Primary  Inspections  of  Dwellings  (P.H.A.)  ...  ...  ...  139 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  and  visits  during  progress 

of  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Inspection  of  Rubbish  Dumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Inspection  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  *88 

Visits  to  Factories,  Bakehouses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  to  Shops,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  and  Emergency  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  124 

Visits  re  Infectious  Disease,  Scabies,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (Salvage,  Refuse  Collection,  etc.)  ...  ...  551 

Interviews  (Owners  and  Builders)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 


1614 

*  And  additional  142  inspections  were  carried  out  by  Mr.  Daly  and 

Mr.  Cowpland. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council  for  the  kind  consideration 
they  have  shown  me. 

I  am,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  R.  SOUTH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


